Cultural Critique Argument Essay
English 102

Rough Draft: Tuesday, May 4
Final Draft: Thursday, May 6

This essay will ask to apply our argumentative skills to making an evaluative argument of your own. You must pick a single cultural object to critique. A cultural object (for this paper) might be a movie, a television show, a book, a short story, an album, a video game, or a piece of art. You should pick something around which there is some form of controversy about its meaning and/or worth (see examples next page).

Your thesis for the essay will center on your evaluation of your chosen object, and it will take the form of cultural critique. What this means is, you cannot simply suggest that this is “fun” or “entertaining” or “boring”; you have to suggest how this is in some way good or bad for our culture at large. We will look at some examples of this, but it will be up to you to come up with both a topic and an idea that can support this kind of critique. You must make a claim about what message this object sends on a major social issue; take a side in the debate.

Your evidence will come largely from your “object” itself (your primary source). You will need plenty of details to support your claims about this item’s significance to our culture. These might include quotes, descriptions of images, or descriptions of sound. This is why you should begin your work for the essay by taking incredibly detailed notes on your object!

Your argument centers around your own ideas and evaluation. However, we are also going to be including other people’s opinions (secondary sources). You will need to find two credible sources for your paper. You must find at least one that supports your overall argument, and one that disagrees. You will need to incorporate these into your paper in a useful way (explaining why you agree or disagree appropriately) and with correct MLA citation. 

Remember, even though we are adding sources, your logical argument is still the center of the paper. Sources should support and develop your ideas; they are there to help your thoughts, not the other way around. Don’t let them take over! I am looking for interesting, insightful, and logical ideas here, which means making sure you’re using all of our skills (including avoiding fallacies) from the previous unit.

Excellent Papers Will Display:
· Clear and impressive critical thought throughout; author shows thorough knowledge of object and logical, reasoned opinions (no fallacies)
· Focused, specific thesis statement that evaluates the object (states the author’s specific interpretation and promises insightful cultural critique on a major social issue)
· Plentiful evidence in the form of details (you will need to read, watch, or listen to your object in the process of writing the paper; don’t offer vague details or generalizations—give specifics)
· Highly effective and relevant source use; sources make your ideas clearer and show an understanding of how to converse with others in an academic essay
· Clear, formal structure and organization
· A conclusion that shows development and reflection on the original claim 
· Freedom from grammatical and mechanical errors
· MLA Format including a Works Cited page and completely correct citation
The Process
1. Read /watch/listen to and complete a double-entry journal on your object
2. Formulate your stance—what topics does the object relate to? What message does it ultimately send? (Remember to look for a message that is NOT immediately obvious!)
3. Create a thesis statement that clearly conveys your stance
4. Go back to your object and find any and all details that will help you to support your evaluation
5. Outline your essay
6. Research to find other evaluative articles about your object. Read about five outside sources to decide which ones will be most relevant and helpful to your paper.
7. Pick your two or three sources, making sure you have one that agrees and one that disagrees
8. Read your sources and highlight or underline any and all interesting excerpts that might work for your paper
9. Write your paper, focusing mainly on your own ideas, opinions, and evidence
10. Incorporate your sources
11. Citation, citation, citation




Examples of “Controversial” Primary Sources:

· Crazy Rich Asians (Is it stereotyping? Is it promoting materialism? Is it inclusive enough?)
· Any banned book (Is it moral/worthwhile to promote this book’s message?)
· Call of Duty (Is it military propaganda?)
· Scandal (Is it anti-feminist/stereotyping women?)
· Everything Is Love by Jay-z and Beyoncé (Is it promoting materialism over all else?)

These are just a few examples to give you an idea! Please do not pick these examples unless you get special permission. They are meant to inspire. As long as you can identify the conflict around a show, book, movie, video game, or piece of music, you will be heading in the right direction!


